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Our  Tenth  Birthday 

By  Elizabeth  Johnston  Lipscomb.  '59,  Chairman,  Friends  of  the  Library 


As  we  near  the  tenth  birthday  of 
the  Friends  of  the  Library,  we 
can  look  with  justifiable  pride  on 
our  contribution  to  education  at  Sweet 
Briar.  We  have  provided  more  than 
$60,000  for  the  purchase  of  books  re- 
quested by  members  of  the  faculty  and  the 
library  staff,  established  an  endowment  of 
approximately  $20,000,  and  made  possible 
the  transformation  of  the  Browsing  Room 
into  a  warm,  welcoming  center  for  reading 
and  listening  to  recordings  of  music,  drama, 
and  poetry. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  particularly 
successful  one,  tlianks  in  large  part  to  the 
work  of  the  Life  Membership  Committee — 
Lynn  Crosby  Gammill,  chairman,  Elizabeth 
Perkins  Prothro,  and  Anne  Pannell  Taylor. 
We  welcomed  four  new  Life  Members, 
Lynn  Gammill,  Dorothy  Hagert  Crosby, 
Gladys  Wester  Horton,  and  Harold  Leggett, 
in  1975-76.  J.  Bruce  Bredin  and  Helen 
Gaylord  Masur  have  joined  the  ranks  of 
these  special  benefactors  since  July  1.  Con- 
tributions to  the  Friends  during  the  past 
fiscal  year  totalled  $12,733.50,  the  second 
largest  gift  total  in  the  history  of  the  or- 
ganization. 

One  of  the  great  pleasures  of  member- 
ship in  the  Friends  for  many  of  us  has  been 
the  opportunity  to  gatlier  each  spring  for 
fellowship  and  intellectual  enrichment.  I 
know  that  you  will  rejoice  as  I  do  at  the 


prospects  opening  up  for  all  of  us  with  the 
establishment  of  the  Gerhard  Masur  Me- 
morial Lecture  Fund  to  provide  the  Friends 
with  an  endowment  to  bring  an  outstanding 
speaker  to  the  annual  meeting  each  year. 
The  generosity  of  Mrs.  Masur  and  of  a 
number  of  Dr.  Masur's  friends  and  former 
students  has  made  possible  tlie  inaugura- 
tion of  this  lectureship,  which  will  preserve 
the  memory  of  one  of  Sweet  Briar's  most 
distinguished  professors,  former  chairman 
and  staunch  supporter  of  the  Friends. 

As  we  look  back  on  ten  years  of  success, 
we  also  look  forward  to  providing  even 
greater  support  in  the  future  to  the  college 
in  its  effort  to  supply  faculty  and  students 
with  the  best  possible  resources  for  teach- 
ing and  learning.  At  the  October  meeting 
the  Friends  Council  set  as  our  goal  for  this 
year  an  unprecedented  membership  of  400. 
To  reach  this  goal  we  must  depend  on 
those  already  committed  to  the  work  of 
the  Friends  to  share  their  interest  with 
others,  privately  and  through  Alumnae 
clubs.  The  Development  Office  will  provide 
information  about  membership  to  anyone 
who  is  interested. 

Thank  you  for  your  support  of  the  work 
of  the  Friends.  I  look  forward  to  welcom- 
ing many  of  you  to  the  annual  meeting  on 
Thursday,  March  31,  1977,  when  Catherine 
Lynn  Frangiamore  will  deliver  the  first 
Gerhard  Masur  Memorial  Lecture. 
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The  Beginning  Of  A  Library 

By  H.  Tyler  Gemmell 


During  the  1961/62  academic  year, 
Sweet  Briar  received  a  grant  of 
$10,000  from  the  Kellogg  Foun- 
dation to  be  used  "to  improve  the  quality 
of  teacher  preparation  through  the  acquisi- 
tion of  needed  library  books  for  a  three- 
year  period,  beginning  June  1,  1962." 
President  Pannell  turned  over  to  the  library 
and  the  Education  Department  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  gift,  which  had  come  at  a 
most  opportune  moment. 

Up  to  this  time  little  had  been  done  by 
the  library  for  the  students  who  expected 
to  teach,  aside  from  ordering  professional 
teaching  aids  for  the  Education  Depart- 
ment. There  was  at  this  period  a  faculty 
ruling  requiring  that  no  textbooks,  dupli- 
cates, or  juveniles  be  bought  from  the  li- 
brary's budget.  No  separate  children's  col- 
lection existed.  A  few  volumes  were  scat- 
tered through  the  stacks  and  in  the  locked 
special  collections,  such  as  the  Williams 
books  from  Sweet  Briar  House.  Titles  that 
were  available  had  come  either  as  gifts  or 
had  been  bought  with  memorial  or  gift 
funds. 

In  1953,  when  the  nursery  school  was 
opened  on  campus,  the  director  asked  for 
picture  books.  Since  the  library's  budget 
was  restricted.  President  Pannell  made 
small  grants  from  time  to  time  to  help  out 
this  need.  These  books,  uncatalogued,  were 
kept  in  the  nursery  school. 

In  1961,  Miss  Jane  Belcher  gave  to  the 
library,  in  honor  of  her  aunt,  the  artist 
Hilda  Belcher,  a  set  of  St.  Nicholas  Maga- 
zine, 1873-1931.  In  a  sense  this  set  became 
the  cornerstone  of  the  children's  collection. 
Of  this  publication  it  has  been  said  that 
only  a  thorough  examination  of  its  contents 
from  its  first  issue  on  November  1873 
through  the  1920's  would  reveal  what  this 
periodical  meant  to  the  development  of 
literature  and  illustration  for  children  in 
America — and  to  the  happiness  and  taste 
of  generations  of  its  young  readers.^ 


In  the  crowded  condition  of  the  Mary 
Helen  Cochran  Library  at  that  time,  there 
was  no  shelf  room  available  for  storing  the 
set.  The  volumes  were  housed  until  1967 
in  the  cupboards  of  the  Browsing  Room. 
Faculty  children  were  allowed  to  take  an 
occasional  volume  out  for  reading  at  home. 

When  Mr.  Tausneck  began  to  work  with 
those  students  assigned  to  practice  teaching 
in  the  Amherst  schools,  he  found  them 
seriously  handicapped  by  the  lack  of  access 
in  the  Sweet  Briar  Library  to  the  kinds  of 
books  public  school  pupils  use.  Junior  en- 
cyclopedias, elementary  dictionaries,  and 
similar  reference  tools  are  not  generally  to 
be  found  on  the  shelves  of  a  senior  liberal 
arts  college  library.  In  fact,  the  staff's 
emphasis  for  years  had  been  to  try  to  wean 
freshmen  away  from  their  high  school  de- 
pendence on  the  World  Book,  Junior  Bri- 
tannica,  etc.  An  urgent  need  existed  to  pro- 
vide a  model  school  library  on  campus. 
And  this  was  made  possible  by  the  Kellogg 
grant. 

With  valuable  advice  from  individual 
faculty  members,  work  went  ahead  on  plac- 
ing orders  for  the  Educational  Laboratory 
Library  (its  official  name;  it  was  also  called 
the  Kellogg  Library  and  the  Children's  Li- 
brary). From  the  beginning  the  aim  was  to 
establish  a  collection  for  the  use  of  students 
taking  Education  courses  and  doing  their 


1.  Mrs.  Mary  Mapes  Dodge  (1831  1905),  the  author  of 
the  long  popular  Hans  Brinker,  or  the  Silver  Skates 
(18651,  was  the  first  editor  of  Saint  Nicholas;  she 
opened  its  pages  to  contributions  by  Louisa  May 
Alcott,  Mark  Twain,  Rudyard  Kipling,  George  Wash- 
ington Cable,  William  Dean  Howells,  among  other 
distinguished  writers.  After  1900  the  magazine  estab- 
lished a  department  for  contributions  from  its  juve- 
nile readers,  and  the  roster  of  authors  first  published 
in  Saint  Nicholas  includes  Edna  St.  Vincent  Millay, 
William  Faulkner,  F.  Scott  Fitzgerald,  Ring  Lardner, 
and  Elinor  Wylie. 
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Old  Style:     An   Illustration   from  St.  Nicholas,   1889. 
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New  Style:    An  Acclaimed   Child's  Story  of  Today. 

practice  teaching  in  tlie  local  public  schools. 
Here  they  could  come  to  prepare  lessons 
or  choose  books  and  stories  to  take  to  class 
with  them;  the  Kellogg  collection  could 
also  give  them  some  idea  of  what  they 
might  find  in  a  typical  school  library. 
Therefore  with  the  use  of  the  standard  buy- 
ing guides  for  children's  books,  reference 
books  as  well  as  fiction  and  non-fiction 
collections  were  set  up.  Items  in  the  science 
field  were  largely  chosen  by  the  Sweet  Briar 
science  departments,  with  the  A.A.A.S. 
Science  Book  List  for  Children  as  a  guide. 
French  and  Spanish  books  were  nearly  all 
bought  abroad,  with  the  cooperation  of 
faculty  members  and  of  alumnae  living  or 
traveling  in  Europe.  The  children's  books 
from  France  were  quickly  put  to  good  use 
by  Sweet  Briar  students  who  were  in  the 
practice  teaching  program  of  French  in  the 
elementary  schools.  Miss  Byrd  Stone  has 
taught  a  course  in  the  Education  Depart- 
ment on  "Teaching  Reading  and  Children's 
Literature,"  with  dependence  on  the  Kel- 
logg collection  for  her  source  material. 

Approximately  one-fourth  of  the  grant 
was  spent  on  professional  education  tools. 
These  volumes  were  shelved  in  the  main 
stacks  of  the  Mary  Helen  Cochran  Library. 
The  remaining  money  went  towards  build- 
ing the  book  collection  for  children,  now 
housed  in  a  ground  floor  room  of  the  main 
library  after  it  was  enlarged  and  renovated 
in  1967. 

The  Kellogg  Library,  as  it  was  generally 


called,  had  a  sort  of  stepchild  existence  un- 
til its  present  quarters  were  provided.  In 
its  earlier  state,  from  1962-1967,  the  books 
were  stored  in  the  former  dark  room  of 
the  Psychology  Department  in  the  basement 
of  Benedict.  Over  the  Christmas  vacation 
of  1962,  this  room  was  renovated  for  use 
as  a  departmental  library.  Some  shelves 
were  transferred  from  a  nearby  closet  and 
additional  shelves  were  constructed  to  cover 
three  walls.  New  lighting  fixtures  suitable 
for  library  work  were  installed,  and  Mr. 
Trausneck  acquired  a  table  and  several 
chairs  for  students  who  wished  to  sit  while 
examining  books.  There  was  no  ventilation. 

Mrs.  Mary  0.  Keith,  the  staff  member 
in  charge,  had  had  ten  years  of  school 
library  experience  and  knew  publishers  and 
book  dealers  as  well  as  the  needs  of  teach- 
ers. She  set  up  the  organization,  bought 
and  catalogued  the  titles  selected.  Regular 
hours  of  opening  were  established,  and  the 
library  was  maintained  with  the  help  of 
student  assistants  as  well  as  faculty  children 
(Judy  Nelson,  Wendy  Hoilman,  and  Nancy 
Blackwell  among  others)  after  their  schools 
let  out.  In  the  early  days,  the  faculty  child- 
ren were  paid  one  penny  per  minute  from 
the  proceeds  of  fine  collections.  This  was 
later  raised  to  eighty  cents  per  hour.  There 
were  no  funds  in  the  library's  budget  to 
pay  for  their  service. 

After  Mrs.  Keith  resigned,  Mrs.  Clarissa 
Rowland  assumed  responsibility  for  the 
book  selection,  bringing  to  the  task  her 
wide  and  unusually  rich  knowledge  of  the 
field  of  children's  literature.  Miss  Harriet 
Ying  completed  the  cataloging  and  kept  the 
circulation  records.  Miss  Ying  reported 
with  considerable  pleasure  that  for  the  sum- 
mer months  of  .1964  the  Kellogg  Library's 
circulation  surpassed  that  of  the  main  li- 
brary. 

The  grant  had  to  be  spent  by  May  31, 
1965.  Thereafter,  any  books  added  to  the 
collection  came  because  the  main  library 
had  kept  in  mind  the  needs  of  the  Kellogg 
Library.  Several  sums  of  money  from 
memorial  funds  which  were  specifically 
earmarked  to  be  spent  on  children's  books 
have  helped.  In  1966,  when  Miss  Byrd 
Stone  opened  the  kindergarten  in  the  Craw- 
ford Education  Building,  it  was  necessary 
to  strengthen  the  collection  with  "easy 
readers"  and  picture  books.  Mr.  Traus- 
neck's  students  who  did  their  practice  teach- 
ing at  the  Lynchburg  Training  School  and 
Hospital  also  needed  more  picture  books. 
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While  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  provide 
something  for  every  age,  the  high  school 
selection  remains  too  thin. 

Use  of  the  library  has  continued  to  be 
steady.  Aside  from  students  in  Education, 
others  interested  in  costume,  illustration, 
and  general  reading  find  much  of  value 
there.  Children  of  the  faculty  have  always 
enjoyed  the  variety  of  the  books  and  con- 
tinue to  be  among  the  most  dedicated  users. 

A  good  library  is  never  a  static  collec- 
tion of  books.  Present  "wants,"  cited  by 
Mr.  Trausneck,  lie  principally  in  the  need 
to   replace    the   junior   encyclopedias   with 


later  editions  and  to  update  science  books 
for  children.  Financial  support  now  comes 
annually  from  modest  appropriations  from 
the  Library's  budget  and  income  from  en- 
dowed funds.  More  money  would  help  to 
build  on  the  fine  core  collection  made  pos- 
sible by  the  Kellogg  grant.  Even  so,  the 
Education  Laboratory  Library  continues  to 
strengthen  the  teaching  program  and  to  give 
pleasure  to  generations  of  faculty  children. 


Miss  Gemmell  was  Librarian  at  Sweet  Briar  from 
1947  to  1968,  and  under  her  devoted  and  intelligent 
direction  the  Librar>'  had  its  greatest  growth  and 
development. 


The  Natural  History  Of  Carolina, 

Florida  and  the  Bahama  Islands 

By  the  late  Mark  Catesby,  F.R.S.,  ivith  an  Introduction  by  George  Frick  and  \otes  by 
Joseph  Ewan.   Savannah,  Georgia:   The  Beehive  Press,  197 1^. 

Reviewed  by  Marv  Maxwell   Harlman 


Among  the  generous  gifts  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Sweet  Briar  Li- 
brary this  past  year  was  a  major 
publication  of  tlie  Beehive  Press.  This 
press,  which  was  established  in  1972  for 
the  express  purpose  of  printing  outstanding 
books  about  Georgia  and  Southern  history, 
has  published  a  handsome  work  which 
should  prove  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
Sweet  Briar  Library.  This  volume  includes 
not  only  the  text  of  Catesby's  The  Natural 
History  but  also  two  hundred  twenty  black 
and  white  reproductions  of  the  original 
color  plates;  in  addition,  fifty  of  the  plates 
are  reproduced  in  their  original  scale  and 
color.  This  effort  is  the  first  appearance  of 
The  Natural  History  since  its  original  eigh- 
teenth-century publication. 

The  author  of  The  Natural  History  was 
Mark  Catesby,  who  was  born  in  Sudburv, 
Suffolk,  England,  about  1679  or  1680. 
Little  is  known  concerning  his  education. 
He  does  not  appear  to  have  attended  either 
Oxford  or  Cambridge,  but  the  preface  to 
his  work  does  refer  to  his  early  interest  in 
the  natural  history  of  England  and  other 
countries.  Catesby  pursued  this  interest 
during  his  first  visit  to  America.  This  took 
place  in  1712  (when  Catesby  was  about 
twenty-eight) ;  his  destination  was  Williams- 
burg, where  he  stayed  with  his  sister  Eliza- 
beth and  her  husband.  Dr.  William  Cocke. 
Catesby  remained  in  Virginia  until  1719, 
and   it  was  during  these  seven  years  that 


much  of  tlie  ground  work  was  laid  for  his 
Natural  History.  Catesby  visited  William 
Byrd  at  Westover  on  two  occasions,  col- 
lected plant  specimens  for  friends  and 
patrons  in  England,  and  explored  the  sur- 
rounding countryside.  Among  other  projects 
he  traced  the  James  from  \^  illiamsburg  to 
within  twelve  miles  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
Mountains. 

Mark  Catesby  returned  to  America  in 
1722.  With  the  patronage  of  Sir  Hans 
Sloane  (whose  library  and  collection  were 
to  form  the  basis  of  the  British  Museum) 
and  with  the  support  of  the  Royal  society, 
he  landed  at  Charleston  and  began  the  work 
of  a  naturalist  in  the  field.  The  better  part 
of  the  next  four  j^ears  was  spent  in  explora- 
tion of  the  Carolinas.  Florida,  and  the 
Bahama  Islands.  Catesby  gathered  speci- 
mens for  his  patrons  and  made  careful 
notes  and  paintings  of  all  he  saw.  It  was 
from  these  paintings  of  "Birds,  Beasts, 
Fishes,  Serpents,  Insects  and  Plants''  in 
their  natural  surroundings  that  Catesby 
produced  the  two  hundred  twenty  color 
plates  of  the  original  edition  of  The  Natural 
History. 

When  Catesby  returned  to  England  in 
1726  he  began  preparing  his  Natural  His- 
tory for  publication.  The  first  section  of 
the  first  volume  appeared  in  1729.  Catesby 
did  the  original  engravings  himself,  largely 
because  he  could  not  afford  to  hire  an  en- 
graver.   Both  volumes  were  originally  pub- 
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lished  in  sections  of  twenty  plates  each  in 
an  effort  to  regain  some  of  tlie  expense 
involved,  and  because  the  price  of  two 
guineas  per  section  was  less  prohibitive 
than  the  price  of  twenty  guineas  for  two 
volumes;  hence,  the  two  volumes  and  the 
twenty  plates  included  in  the  Appendix  to 
The  Natural  History  appeared  at  intervals 
between  1729  and  1746.  The  descriptive 
notes  which  accompany  each  plate  origi- 
nally appeared  in  French  and  English  as 
did  the  general  introduction  material.  At 
Catesby's  death  in  1749,  a  few  copies  of 
his  great  opus  remained  unsold,  and  they 
were  offered  for  sale  for  the  relief  of  his 
widow  and  two  children. 


Ever  since  its  first  appearance  Catesby's 
work  has  been  considered  the  most  signifi- 
cant study  of  the  natural  history  of  the 
British  territories  in  North  America  to  be 
published  before  the  American  Revolution. 
Linnaeus  and  other  taxonomists  borrowed 
extensively  from  Catesby's  descriptions. 
Equally  important  was  Catesby's  habit  of 
showing  birds,  fish,  and  other  animals  in 
their  natural  surroundings,  a  procedure 
continued  in  the  nineteenth  century  by  the 
man  to  whom  Catesby  is  often  compared, 
John  James  Audubon. 


Miss   Hartman   has   been   Readers'   Services   Librarian 
[   Sweet   Briar  since   1974. 


The  Christie  Ann  Scordas  Memorial 

By  Tyrus  V.  Dahl.  Jr. 


Interest  in  photography,  particularly 
photography  as  a  fine  art,  has  been 
soaring  at  an  extraordinary  rate  in 
recent  times,  and  Sweet  Briar  has  not  been 
excepted  from  the  trend. 

For  the  past  several  years,  three  to  four 
times  as  many  students  have  signed  up  for 
Art  119,  Sweet  Briar's  only  photography 
course,  as  could  be  admitted  to  the  course 
because  of  space  limitations.  In  addition. 
a  number  of  students  have  devoted  them- 
selves to  independent  studies  in  photo- 
graphy and  related  light-sensitive  media 
which  are  offered  for  full  credit  through 
the  Department  of  Studio  Art. 


This  interest  has  been  fostered  and  en- 
couraged by  a  diverse  collection  of  books 
on  photography  that  has  been  given  to  the 
Sweet  Briar  College  Library  in  memory 
of  a  member  of  the  Class  of  1978.  Kappa 
Sigma  Fraternity  at  Hampton-Sydney  Col- 
lege made  a  gift  to  the  Library  in  memory 
of  Christie  Ann  Scordas  of  Roanoke,  Vir- 
ginia, who  died  tragically  in  an  automobile 
accident.  Kappa  Sigma  requested  that  die 
fund  be  used  to  purchase  photography 
books;  other  donors  have  added  to  the  fund. 

The  collection  ranges  from  biographical 
works  such  as  Dorothy  Norman's  Alfred 
Stieglitz:   An   American   Seer    (1973),   to 


I 

§ 


i 


m 


i 


I 

I 

i 
w 

M 

I 

I 
I 

© 

© 

M. 


I 

The  Christie  Ann   Scordas  Collection   as   photographed   by  Tyrus  V.   Dahl,  Jr.  VF 

-5-  W 

m 


I 


i 
I 

I 
I 
I 
i 


I 
I; 

I 

Vm 

w 

t 

tl) 

w 

•I 

I 


m^s^^^^j^i^^^j^jsr^^^^f^^^^^^^^^^i^^^s 


my  students  is  that  just  because  they  make 
a  photograph  of  a  beautiful  (or  expressive 
or  ugly  or  commonplace)  object  does  not 
mean  that  they  will  have  a  beautiful  (or 
expressive  or  ugly  or  commonplace)  photo- 
graph. Books  like  Object  and  Image  help 
explore  the  role  of  the  photographic  artist 
in  achieving  the  desired  result  through  the 
various  techniques  available. 

The  list  goes  on.  Outstanding  among 
the  volumes  purchased  in  memory  of 
Christie  Ann  Scordas  is  Photographic  Com- 
position, Art  and  the  Camera  (1971),  com- 
piled by  Ben  Clements  and  David  Rosen- 
feld;  but  there  are  many  others,  books  of 
great  interest  to  students  of  photography. 
The  contribution  that  a  collection  of  this 
sort  makes  to  artistic  expression  and  the 
ability  of  students  to  explore  hitherto  un- 
thoguht  of  media  cannot  be  measured,  but 
its  effect  is  assured. 

It  should  be  noted,  too,  tliat  the  Scordas 
Collection  is  not  housed  in  the  Art  Library 
but  rather  in  the  Browsing  Room  of  the 
main  library  where  it  is  readily  available 
to  the  broad  spectrum  of  Sweet  Briar  stu- 
dents from  all  disciplines  who  have  found 
a  special  fascination  in  the  photographic 
medium. 


technical  treatises,  to  collections  of  recent 
works  in  the  field  of  fine  art  photography; 
in  fact,  the  Scordas  Memorial  has  been 
the  principal  source  of  books  which  are 
forming  the  modem  core  of  photography 
books  in  the  Sweet  Briar  Library.  It  has 
been  used  to  purchase  books  on  Paul 
Strand,  Edward  Weston,  Ansel  Adams, 
Margaret  Bourke-White,  Barbara  Morgan, 
Walker  Evans,  and  Jacob  Riis,  among 
others.  In  addition,  the  students  have  been 
able  to  explore  the  developing  and  chang- 
ing field  of  photographic  art  with  such  a 
work  as  Robert  Doty's  Photography  in 
America  (1974),  published  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Whitney  Museum;  or  with 
Emmet  Gowin's  Private  Realities  (1974), 
a  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  publication; 
this  volume  exliibits  the  art  form  mak- 
ing bold  departures  from  the  classical 
"straight"  images  (with  which  photography 
is  so  often  associated)  into  fantastic  and 
surrealistic  expressions. 

It  is  with  this  idea  (that  photography  can 
be  a  medium  of  expression  as  personal  and 
as  limitless  as  any  of  the  graphic  art  forms) 
that  George  Craven's  Object  and  Image: 
An  Introduction  to  Photography  (1975), 
another  of  the  books  acquired  with  the 
Scordas  fund,  makes  its  approach.  Perhaps 
one  of  the  hardest  tilings  I  have  to  teach 


Mr.   Dahl  was  Director  of  Public   Relations  at   Sweet 
Briar  College,   1973-76. 


The  Gerhard  Masur  Memorial 

By  Mark  Whittaker 


President  Whiteman  has  announced 
the  establishment  of  a  new  dis- 
tinguished lectureship  program 
named  by  the  Friends  of  the  Sweet  Briar 
Library  in  honor  of  the  late  Dr.  Gerhard 
Masur,  Professor  of  History,  Emeritus. 

Mrs.  C.  Lloyd  Lipscomb,  chairman  of 
the  Friends,  has  explained  that  The  Gerhard 
Masur  Memorial  Lecture  Fund  will  provide 
for  a  public  lecture  in  connection  with  the 
Friends'  annual  membership  meeting.  The 
fund  has  been  established  through  the  gen- 
erosity of  Mrs.  Masur  and  friends  of  Dr. 
Masur  and  the  College. 

Dr.  Masur  came  to  Sweet  Briar  in  1947 
as  Visiting  Professor.  He  stayed  at  Sweet 
Briar  for  twenty  years  and  served  as  chair- 
man of  the  history  department.  After  re- 
tirement he  continued  his  service  and 
loyalty  to  the  College.  The  last  evidence 
of  his  devotion  was  his  leadership  as  chair- 
man of  the  Friends  of  the  Library. 


Dr.  Masur  held  a  Ph.D.  degree,  summa 
cum  laude,  from  the  University  of  Berlin, 
where  he  taught  history  from  1930  to  1935. 
He  left  Berlin  under  Nazi  pressure  and 
moved  to  Bogota,  serving  as  technical  ad- 
viser to  the  Colombian  Ministrv  of  Educa- 
tion from  1936  to  1938. 

One  of  his  most  notable  books,  Simon 
Bolivar,  the  biography  of  the  great  Latin 
American  liberator,  was  published  in  Ger- 
many in  1945.  Two  years  later  he  came 
to  Sweet  Briar. 

Under  a  Rockefeller  grant  in  1954-55 
and  a  Guggenheim  Fellowship  in  1955-56, 
he  extended  his  studies  in  European  intel- 
lectual history  of  the  20th  century.  He 
returned  to  Berlin  in  the  summer  of  1956 
as  visiting  professor  of  history  at  the  Free 
University  and  again  in  1960  as  a  Fulbright 
lecturer.  During  his  stay  he  delivered  the 
principal  address  on  Simon  Bolivar  at  the 
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observance  of  the  125th  anniversity  of 
South  American  independence. 

In  addition  to  his  work  on  Bolivar,  Dr. 
Masur  was  the  author  of  Prophets  of  Yester- 
day: Studies  in  European  Culture,  1890- 
19 lU  (1961) ;  Nationalism  in  Latin  Amer- 
ica, Diversity  and  Unity  (1966);  and  Im- 
perial Berlin  (1971),  commissioned  by  the 
Berlin  Historische  Kommission. 

Dr.  Masur  was  a  distinguished  and 
widely  respected  scholar,  and  through  his 
books,  papers  before  learned  societies,  and 


his  many  other  contributions  to  his  field, 
brought  great  distinction  to  the  Sweet  Briar 
Faculty.  He  is  also  remembered  as  a  re- 
spected member  of  the  Amherst  and  Lynch- 
burg communities. 

The  Gerhard  Masur  Memorial  Lecture 
Fund  is  a  fitting  memorial  for  him.  Con- 
tributions can  be  sent  to  the  Friends  of  the 
Library,  P.  0.  Box  G,  Sweet  Briar,  Virginia 
24595. 
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Mr.  Whittaker  is  Director  of   Development   at   Sweet 
Briar. 
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Minutes  of  the  Council  Meeting 


October  14,   1976 


Following  a  luncheon  in  the  Eugenia  Burnett 
dining  room,  the  Council  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Sweet  Briar  College  Library  met  at  2:00  p.m., 
October  14,  1976,  in  Room  202  of  the  Library. 
Mrs.  C.  Lloyd  Lipscomb  presided.  Those  present 
were:  Mrs.  Phillips  Bryan,  vice-chairman;  Mrs. 
Kenneth  Wright,  secretary;  also  Mr.  Leif  Aagard, 
Mr.  Robert  Artinian,  Dean  Barbara  Blair,  Mr. 
Ross  Dabney,  Mrs.  Stewart  Gammill  IH,  Mrs. 
Leonard  Horton,  Miss  Joan  Kent,  Miss  Babette 
Levy,  Miss  Helen  McMahon,  Mrs.  Gerhard 
Masur,  Mrs.  Lawrence  Nelson,  Mrs.  Bernard 
Reams,  Mrs.  George  Taylor,  Mr.  Herbert  Trotter, 
Miss  Martha  von  Briesen,  President  Harold 
Whiteman,  Mr.  F.  Mark  Whittaker,  Mrs.  Ernest 
Wood.  Students  attending  the  meeting  were: 
Miss  Deborah  Koss,  '77,  and  Miss  Elizabeth 
Wade,  '78.  In  addition  to  Mrs.  Wright,  mem- 
bers of  the  Library  staff  attending  were:  Miss 
Lydia  Newland,  Miss  Mary  Hartman,  and  Mrs. 
David  Johnson. 

The  minutes  were  approved  as  published  in 
the  Spring  1976  issue  of  the  Gazette. 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Whittaker  distributed  reports  concerning 
membership  and  receipts  for  the  present  year 
as  well  as  for  the  previous  ten  years.  The  goal 
for  the  Friends  membership  this  year  is  400. 
There  will  be  a  mailing  in  November  to  pre- 
vious donors,  new  alumnae,  parents  of  new  stu- 
dents, and  members  of  Phi   Beta  Kappa. 

In  the  absence   of  Mr.   Daniel,   Chairman   of 
the  Finance  Committee,  Mrs.  Wright  distributed 
and  read  the  financial  report.    In  summary: 
Uncommitted  balance  S5,710 

Less  Masur  Memorial  Fund  1,800 


S3,910 


LIBRARY  NEEDS  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Artinian  reported  the  Library  is  acquiring 
materials  for  the  course  in  "La  Vision  de  la 
Femme  dans  la  Litterature  Frangaise"  to  be 
offered  in  the  Fall  Semester,  1977.  These  pur- 
chases are  funded  by  the  R.  John  Matthew 
memorial  gifts. 

Miss  Newland  presented  a  list  of  requests, 
totaling  $2,301.20,  from  six  departments  of  the 
College.    After  a  discussion   of  the  advisability 


of  buying  another  copy  of  John  Henry  Newman's 
The  Idea  of  a  University,  Mrs.  Gammill  moved 
that  the  Friends  accept  the  list  of  suggestions 
except  for  the  Newman  volume.  The  motion  was 
seconded  and  passed. 

After  some  discussion  Mr.  Artinian  moved 
that  the  Friends  limit  book  purchases  to  those 
volumes  which  cost  $25  and  over.  The  motion 
was  seconded  and  passed.  Mrs.  Lipscomb  asked 
for  a  discussion  of  funding  of  periodical  sub- 
scriptions by  the  Friends.  Mrs.  Wright  reported 
the  de  facto  moratorium  on  the  purchase  of  new 
serial  titles  for  the  Library.  Because  of  the 
marked  increase  in  the  prices  of  periodicals  in 
the  past  few  years,  the  Library  has  been  unable 
to  expand  the  number  of  subscriptions  it  re- 
ceives. There  is  subtle  pressure  on  the  academic 
departments  to  delete  or  terminate  an  old  sub- 
scription whenever  a  new  title  is  requested. 
Therefore,  the  number  of  subscriptions  remains 
almost  static,  although  requests  outnumber  the 
terminations.  To  alleviate  this  problem,  the 
Library  staff  suggested  that  the  Friends  might 
be  interested  in  funding  new  serial  titles. 

Mrs.  Taylor  indicated  this  was  a  routine  cost 
of  the  Library  and  should  not  be  underwritten 
by  the  Friends.  Mrs.  Lipscomb  suggested  that 
the  Friends  pay  the  cost  of  new  titles  for  one 
year  with  the  understanding  that  the  regular 
college  budget  would  be  charged  thereafter. 
Mrs.  Taylor  reiterated  her  fear  that  this  would 
be  a  continuing  cost  which  neither  the  Friends 
budget  nor  the  College  budget  could  bear. 

President  Whiteman  recommended  that  the 
Library  continue  to  assume  this  responsibility 
in  its  budget  and  suggested  a  possible  allocation 
of  the  serials   budget  to  academic   departments. 

Mr.  Trotter  suggested  that  buying  microfilm 
of  serials  would  cost  less  than  buying  hard  copy, 
but  there  are  few  subscriptions  available  on 
these  terms.  He  asked  the  Friends  to  consider 
buying  readers  for  microfilm  and  microfiche  if 
the  Library  acquires  an  extensive  collection  of 
microforms. 

MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Reams  reported  that  individual  alumnae 
should  be  encouraged  to  join  the  Friends  even 
though  they  were  contributing  to  the  alumnae 
clubs  which  subscribe  to  the  Friends. 
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OLZ)  BUSINESS 

Mrs.  Lipscomb  proposed  that  the  Gerhard 
Masur  Memorial  Fund,  given  by  Mrs.  Gerhard 
Masur  and  by  friends  and  associates  of  Dr. 
Masur,  be  set  aside  as  endowment  with  the 
income  to  be  used  for  a  lecture,  named  the 
Gerhard  Masur  Memorial  Lecture,  to  be  given 
each  year  at  the  Friends  annual  meeting.  The 
fund,  recently  increased  by  a  SI, 000  gift  from 
Mrs.  Taylor,  now  amounts  to  $3,732.50.  Mrs. 
Nelson  moved  that  this  proposal  be  accepted. 
The  motion  was  seconded  and  passed. 

Attention  was  called  to  the  plaque  in  the 
circulation  area  honoring  life  members  of  the 
Friends.  Mr.  Whittaker  announced  that  life 
members  have  doubled  in  the  current  two-year 
campaign  and  he  thanked  Mrs.  Taylor  and  Mrs. 
Gammill  for  their  part  in  this  effort. 

Another  plaque  on  the  door  of  the  Browsing 
Room  acknowledges  the  Friends'  generous  con- 
tribution  to   this   room. 

Mr.  Aagard  announced  plans  to  repeat  his 
course  in  Russian  during  the  Winter  Term, 
because  of  the  enthusiastic  response  from  stu- 
dents who  participated.  The  tuition  received 
from  students  for  the  course  this  year  will  be 
given  to  the  Library. 

SPRING  MEETING 

Mrs.  Lipscomb  announced  that  the  spring 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  March  31, 
1977,  and  will  have  as  guest  lecturer  Catherine 
Lynn  Frangiamore,  '64,  who  will  speak  on 
''Activities  and  Purpose  of  the  Atlanta  Histori- 
cal Society  and  its  Library." 

Mrs.  Bryan  moved  adjournment  at  3:12  p.m. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Patricia  L.  Wright, 
Secretary. 

SOME  RECENT  BOOK  PURCHASES 
AUTHORIZED  BY  THE  FRIENDS 

ART 

Corpus  Palladianiim.  University  Park,  Pa.: 
Pennsylvania  State  University  Press,  1975. 
A  series  of  monographs,  each  covering  one  of 
Palladio's  major  buildings  and  each  by  a 
different  distinguished  student  of  architecture 
and  art.  Included  are  studies  of  the  Basilica, 
the  Rotonda,  the  Villa  Emo  at  Fanzolo,  the 
Loggia  del  Capitaniato,  the  Chiesa  del  Ren- 
dentore.  Of  special  interest  today  with  the 
current  recognition  of  Greek  influences  on 
eighteenth-century  architecture  as  exemplified 
in  Jefferson's  architectural  contributions. 

Hofstede  de  Groot,  Cornells,  ed.  A  Catalogue 
Raisonne  of  the  Works  of  the  Most  Eminent 
Dutch  Painters  of  the  17C.  Teaneck,  N.J.: 
Somerset  House,  1976.  2  vols.  A  reprint  of 
the  standard  catalogue  of  8  volumes  (Trans- 
lated and  edited  by  E.  G.  Hawkes,  London 
1908-1922),  now  in  a  reduced  format  of  2 
volumes. 

Lapiner,  Alan.  Pre-Columbian  Art  of  South 
America.  New  York:  Abrams,  1976.  Lapiner 
treats  his  vast  material  (artifacts  from  2000 
B.C.  to  the  Spanish  conquest)  by  culture 
areas,  giving  for  each  its  political,  social,  and 
economic    history.     Bibliographies,    maps. 


charts,  chronological  tables  help  the  student. 
Zerl,  Federico.  Italian  Paintings  in  the  Walters 
Art  Gallery.  Baltimore,  1976.  2  vols.  Cata- 
logue raisonne  of  one  of  the  outstanding 
collections  of  early  Italian  paintings,  many 
of  which  have  been  lately  cleaned  and  re- 
stored to  their  former  beauty.  Four  hundred 
fifty-eight  paintings  reproduced,  eight  in  color. 

BIOLOGY 

Kuschel,  G.,  ed.  Biogeography  and  Ecology  in 
Neiv  Zealand.  The  Hague,  1975.  (Mono- 
graphiae  Biologicae,  vol.  27. )  Seventeen 
scholarly  chapters,  each  by  a  different  author 
and  each  offering  a  modern  discussion  of 
some  phase  of  New  Zealand's  ecology,  geology, 
climate,    and   cultural   historv. 

Leake,  Lucy  D.  Comparative  Histology:  An  In- 
troduction to  the  Microscopic  Structure  of 
Animals.  London:  Academic  Press,  1975.  Of 
interest  primarily  to  biologists  and  physiolo- 
gists, although  the  lay  reader  may  find  him- 
self studying  the  construction  of  flat-worms 
or  the  excretions  of  snails. 

CLASSICS 

Andronikos,  M.,  M.  Chatzidakis,  V.  Kara- 
georghis.  The  Greek  Museums.  New  Rochelle, 
N.Y.:  Caratzas  Brothers,  1976.  Profusely 
illustrated  volume  covering  the  important 
Greek  museums,  including  some  of  the  less 
known  ones:  the  Benaki  Museum  and  the 
Pella  Museum,  for  example. 

Renfrew,  Colin.  The  Emergence  of  Civilization. 
The  Cyclades  and  the  Aegean  in  the  Third 
Millennium  B.C.  London:  Methuen,  1972.  A 
scholarly  but  very  readable  analysis  of  a 
prehistoric  civilization,  including  social,  eco- 
nomic, and  cultural  aspects.  Illustrations, 
many  visually  striking  photographs  by  the 
author  of  surviving  artifacts,  diagrams,  maps. 

ENGLISH 

Literature.  New  York:  Arno  Press,  1976.  9 
vols.  A  literary  weekly,  1897-1902,  that  pre- 
ceded the  London  Times  Literary  Supplement. 
Issues  usually  included  a  leading  article,  an 
essay,  book  reviews,  and  obituaries:  occa- 
sionally topical  bibliographies  and  contempo- 
rary poetry  were  included.  All  the  well- 
known  Victorian,  late  Victorian,  and  post- 
Victorian  writers — Dickens,  Ruskin,  Arnold, 
Barrie,  Kipling.  Conrad,  Shaw,  Swinburne, 
James,  Tarkington — are  included  as  contri- 
butors or  as  the  subjects  of  the  essays  and 
book  reviews.  Very  readable,  and  often  of 
decided  value  for  contemporary  judgment  of 
a  writer  by  his  peers. 

ITALIAN 

Steinberg,  Leo.  Michelangelo's  Last  Paintings: 
The  Conversion  of  St.  Paul  and  the  Crucifixion 
of  St.  Peter  in  the  Cappella  Paolina,  Vatican 
Palace.  New  York:  Oxford  University  Press, 
1975.  The  two  long  neglected  frescoes  now 
being  revaluated ;  64  plates.  29  in  color,  99 
text  illustrations.  The  handsome  volume  in- 
cludes Michelangelo's  life  (told  from  the  view- 
point of  the  aging  artist  looking  back  on  his 
career),  his  art  theories  and  conception  of 
narrative. 
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